




The Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) 
gave its inaugural performance at Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS (DFP) on 17 August 
1998. With the initial search for outstanding 
musicians involving a worldwide audition tour, the 
MPO today is made up of many talented Malaysian 
musicians and musicians from other nations, a 
beautiful example of harmony among different 
cultures and nationalities.

With each new season, the MPO continues to 
present an exciting programme of orchestral 
music drawn from over three centuries, as well as 
the crowd-pleasing concert series. Its versatility 
transcends genres, from classical masterpieces to 
film music, pop, jazz, traditional, contemporary and 
commissioned works.

Among renowned Malaysian artists who have 
mesmerised audiences with the MPO include SM 
Salim, Sheila Majid, M. Nasir, Siti Nurhaliza, Jamal 
Abdillah, Ella, Faizal Tahir, Dayang Nurfaizah, 
Aishah, Jaclyn Victor and Aubrey Suwito.

A host of internationally acclaimed musicians have 
performed with the MPO including Lorin Maazel, Sir 
Neville Marriner, Yehudi Menuhin, Joshua Bell, Harry 
Connick Jr., José Carreras, Andrea Bocelli, Dame 
Kiri Te Kanawa, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Chris Botti, 
Branford Marsalis and Judika, many of whom have 
praised the MPO for its fine musical qualities and 
vitality.

The MPO regularly performs in major cities of 
Malaysia such as Alor Setar, George Town, Ipoh, 
Johor Bahru, Kuantan, Kota Kinabalu, Kuching and 
many more. Internationally, it has toured Singapore 
(1999, 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2018), Japan (2001, 
2009 and 2017), Korea (2001), Australia (2004), 
China (2006 and 2019), Taiwan (2007) and Vietnam 
(2013). The MPO has also released 21 CDs.

The MPO remains steadfast in its mission to be the 
premier Malaysian orchestra, providing the ultimate 
music experience through the power of live music 
that educates, entertains and inspires. Its main 
benefactor is PETRONAS, and its patron is YABhg. 
Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah Haji Mohd Ali.
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All details are correct at time of publishing. Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
reserves the right to vary without notice the artists and/or repertoire as necessary. 
Copyright © 2025 by Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (199801007000). 
All rights reserved. No part of this programme may be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the copyright owners.
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Sat 22 Mar 2025, 8:00 pm

Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra
Francis Kan, conductor 簡栢堅
Tan Soo Suan, vocals 陈素瑄
Amy Chan, vocals 陈丽媚
Lim Yong Huat, vocals 林永发
Kaho Loh, vocals 罗家豪

 
Symphony of Memories -

Nostalgic Hong Kong Classics
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conductor
Francis Kan

Born in Hong Kong, Francis Kan learnt music during childhood and it has become an integral 
part of his life.

After graduating from the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts in 1993, he continued his 
studies at the Guildhall School of Music in London with a full scholarship. Recommended by 
maestro Sergio Commissiona, he was appointed as a conducting intern of the Asian Youth 
Orchestra, with whom he toured to Hong Kong, Singapore and the USA. 

In 1995, Kan won the International Competition for Young Conductors in Portugal and since 
then, has conducted several orchestras abroad including the Lisbon Metropolitan Orchestra, 
Romanian National Radio Orchestra, Bucharest Philharmonic and Silvestri Chamber 
Orchestra. 

Kan has also conducted the Hong Kong Sinfonietta, City Chamber Orchestra of Hong 
Kong and Pan Asia Symphony Orchestra, and was the Principal Conductor of the Union 
Philharmonic Orchestra, HKUSU, since its inception until 2013. 

From 2006 to 2023, Kan was the Assistant Conductor of Macao Orchestra. From 2010 to 
2012, he became Resident Conductor at the Guiyang Symphony Orchestra. He frequently 
collaborated with the China National Centre for the Performing Arts Orchestra and Harbin 
Symphony Orchestra. In 2015, he led the Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra on a cultural 
exchange performance to South Africa and conducted the opening concert for the ‘Year of 
China’, which was highly praised by Luo Shugang, the Minister of Culture of the People’s 
Republic of China. That year, he also toured to Europe (Zurich and Budapest) with the Macao 
Orchestra and pianist Zhang Haochen. 

Kan was the conductor of A Dream of Fragrancy, a local original chamber opera in three 
acts composed by Liu Chenchen at the 30th Macao International Music Festival in 2016. In 
2017, Kan performed with the National Ballet of China Symphony Orchestra at The National 
Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing commemorating the 20th anniversary of Hong Kong’s 
handover to China. In 2018, he led the Zhejiang Symphony Orchestra on a tour to Brazil.



Tan Soo Suan is a veteran, award winning artist and resident singer of Dama Asia, a 
Malaysian bilingual theatre company. Besides Malaysia, she has performed in Australia, 
Indonesia, Singapore, Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, Canada and the USA.

Soo Suan was awarded the local National Grand Champion of Classical Singing in 1998, 
after having won the competition for three consecutive years. She is also a recipient of Boh 
Cameronian Arts Award for Best Vocal Performance and Best Musical Actress Award. 

Soo Suan has several recordings including Memories, Fragrance of The Night, September 
Tale, The Moon Speaks For My Heart, Butterfly Lovers, Empress Wu and Bu Liao Qing Ren. 

Her rendition of Eternally was featured in Tsai Ming-Liang's film, I Don't Want To Sleep Alone, 
premiered at the Venice International Film Festival 2006. 

Her stage credits included The Songs In Me, Portrait Of A Songstress, In The Imperial Garden, 
Fragrance Of The Night, Spring Kisses Lover's Tears, A Musical Sojourn, Love Without End, 
Memories, Le Cabaret Shanghai, September Tale, Butterfly Lovers - The Musical, I Have 
A Date With Spring - The Musical, In Perfect Harmony, Glitz & Glamour, Moon Speaks For 
My Heart, Empress Wu - The Musical, The Legends, Larger Than Life, Yours Musicals, 
Evergreen, In Celebration and Delicate Dreams & Desires.

vocals
Tan Soo Suan
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Hailing from Kuantan, Pahang, Amy Chan began her musical journey in the late 1980s and 
released over ten albums. She gradually stepped away from the public eye in the late 1990s.

In 2015, she reignited her passion for singing by participating in Astro Classic Golden 
Melody. This competition allowed her to rediscover the boundless charm of music and fuelled 
her determination to return to the stage. Since then, she participated in TV programmes, 
‘live’ broadcasts, cooking shows, reality programme, and served as a judge for Astro’s talent 
shows. She released three albums and held solo concerts.
 
In 2023, Amy participated in a singing competition called TVB’s Voice of the Middle Ages 2 in 
Hong Kong, and advanced into the Top 20. This competition exposed her to new dynamics 
on stage, offering fresh musical inspiration and valuable life insights. 

In 2024, she shifted her focus to charitable endeavours, organising charity concerts, donating 
to Chinese schools and supporting single mothers, giving back to society through her music.

vocals
Amy Chan



Lim Yong Huat has always been passionate about singing, a love he could never let go of 
despite life’s challenges. Born in Bagan Datuk, Perak, he was inspired by his mother’s love 
for music and took part in singing competitions from a very young age. His desire to perform 
grew stronger as he participated in many singing competitions.
 
After moving to Kuala Lumpur, Lim participated in competitions including Astro Star Quest in 
1997; he was eliminated during the auditions. He quit performing on stage for over a decade 
and focused on his family and career instead. 

Lim’s turning point came when his late father told him, “A person named Ah Huat will never be 
unsuccessful”. These words stayed with him, and at 45, Lim pursued his passion again when 
he competed in Astro Classic Golden Melody in 2018 and became the champion.

vocals
Lim Yong Huat
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Kaho Loh is an experienced singer with over 10 years of performance experience. Besides 
Malaysia, his musical journey has taken him to various countries including the USA, China, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, Indonesia, Thailand and Brunei, leaving a footprint in 
performances around the world.

His musical style is diverse as he excels in singing in Cantonese, Mandarin, English and Malay 
with a particular familiarity with classic hits from the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s. His repertoire 
includes songs by renowned singers including Jacky Cheung, Leslie Cheung, Sam Hui, Anita 
Mui, Eason Chan, Alan Tam, Emile Chou, Wang Jie, Jeff Chang, Jay Chou and Qi Qin.

His performances are not limited to solo singing; he often participates in wedding receptions 
and corporate events, enjoying widespread popularity.

Loh also serves as a backing vocalist for the concerts of superstars including Wang Jie, 
Xin Xiao Qi, Wang Ming Quan, Zheng Shao Qiu and Ke Yi Min. He loves bringing joy to the 
audience and excels at creating a lively atmosphere, often leading the entire audience in 
sing-alongs, making him a highlight of the performances.

Recently, he became the finalist in the ASTRO Classic Songs Singing Competition. This has 
further solidified his position in the music industry and introduced him to a wider audience.

vocals
Kaho Loh



PROGRAMME NOTES

In this special concert, the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) takes the audience 
down memory lane with Hong Kong classics from the golden era of its entertainment industry 
in the 1980s and 1990s, which was filled with long-standing TV series, box-office films and 
unforgettable tunes from these shows.

It was a time in which TVB, the dominant television network in Hong Kong, experienced 
tremendous growth and created many iconic dramas which were hugely popular not only in 
Hong Kong but across other parts of Asia. Some of the most notable series were The Bund and 
The Legend of the Condor Heroes.

Along these TV series came well-known stars such as Chow Yun-Fat, Andy Lau, Tony 
Leung Chiu Wai and Carina Lau, among others, who made their mark on TV before having 
successful film careers later.

More than 40 years after the boom of the industry, these TV series, films, songs and the stars 
are still part of the life of so many people who grew up with them and this evening, the MPO 
will take fans back to these nostalgic moments, proving yet again, the orchestra’s versatility 
in conveying the varied stories of life through orchestral music.

To be conducted by Francis Kan, the MPO will collaborate with vocalists Tan Soo Suan, Amy 
Chan, Lim Yong Huat and Loh Ka Ho on vocals, get ready to relive your favourite TV series 
through compositions masterfully arranged for this concert.

Some of the country’s respected arrangers have lent their expertise and musical finesse to 
reinterpret these songs and give them fresh, orchestral arrangements:

Gerard Salonga arranges three songs, all from the 
TV series The Bund, a Hong Kong period crime 
TV series aired in the 1980s and dubbed “The 
Godfather Of The East”. Salonga’s arrangements 
of Main Theme, Myriad Emotions and Dragon and 
Tiger Duel will bring back fond memories of this 
series that spawned two sequels, two remakes 
and even a film adaptation.

Wong Jun Xian contributes four arrangements, 
namely Overture and Boundless Oceans, Vast 
Skies, the latter made popular by Hong Kong pop 
group Beyond. Wong also arranges two songs 
from the famed 1980s TV series The Legend of 
the Condor Heroes: Iron Blood and Loyal Heart, 
a song originally sung as a duet by Roman Tam 
and Jenny Tseng, and You Are The Best In The 
World, which appeared in the third season of the 
59-episode show.
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Meanwhile, arranger and violinist Azhad Sulaiman contributes 
his arranging expertise for Love And Passion from the 
Hong Kong TV series Love and Passion, an epic 1930s 
war melodrama with painful love triangles and complicated 
romance. Azhad also arranges Fatal Irony, from the 1974 TV 
series of the same name, adapted from Fate in Tears and 
Laughter, a 1930 Chinese novel by Zhang Henshui,

Musician Ilham Subri gives a fresh take for songs such as 
Beautiful Shadow, composed by Kenneth Choi in 1981, which 
won an award at the 1981 RTHK Top 10 Gold Songs Awards. 
Ilham also arranges Lament of Life’s Lessons, sung by Sam Hui, 
Loving Just You, popularised by Danny Chan and Twin Stars 
Love Song from the 1974 comedic film Game Gamblers Play.

Luqman Aziz contributes his arrangement for Forgotten in 
the Mist from the TV series The Demi-Gods & Semi-Devils 
and Love in a Lifetime, from A Chinese Odyssey Part Two: 
Cinderella, starring Stephen Chow, famous for his stunts and 
comic timing.

Jenny Chin gives new, symphonic interpretations to Love 
Warms My Heart/ Love Warms In The Heart from the TV 
series The Misadventures of Zoo, and Stealing the Heart with 
Love, the theme song from the TV series The Shell Game by 
illustrated composer Joseph Koo.

From the big and silver screens to the stage of DFP, these 
compositions have been meticulously arranged and uplifted 
for a live concert audience, refreshing their sounds and feel to 
ignite nostalgia and memories.

Because with the MPO, every music beat tells a story……
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Note: Sectional string players are rotated within their sections.  *Extra musician.

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
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MUSIC DIRECTOR
Junichi Hirokami

RESIDENT 
CONDUCTOR
Gerard Salonga

FIRST VIOLIN
Concertmaster
Peter Daniš
Co-Concertmaster
Ming Goh
Principal
Zhenzhen Liang

Tan Ka Ming
Wong Lu Ee
Sherwin Thia

SECOND VIOLIN
Yunzhi Ling
Stefan Kocsis
Ionut Mazareanu

*Miroslav Daniš
*Lisa Chia Xiaoli
*Keng Xin Tian
*Leong Siong Quen
*Chan Mei Teng
*Joanna Ho May Sum

VIOLA
Section Principal
Jebat Arjuna Kee Jia Liang 

Ong Lin Kern
Thian Ai Wen
*Fan Ran
*Loo Pei Zheng
*Ling Li Yen

CELLO
Section Principal
Csaba Kőrös
Co-Principal
Dylan Lee Mihn Tang
Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Tan Suyin

Goh Wen Chih
Wong Jun Yuan

DOUBLE BASS
Section Principal
Wolfgang Steike

Jun-Hee Chae
Lin Yi Rou
Lee Kar Yan

FLUTE
Section Principal
Yukako Emes

Sub-Principal
*Foo Chie Haur

OBOE
Section Principal
Niels Dittmann
Sub-Principal
Lee Chun Howe

CLARINET
Section Principal 
Matthew Larsen
Sub-Principal
*Tang Kit Ying

BASS CLARINET
Principal 
Chris Bosco

BASSOON
Section Principal
Alexandar Lenkov
Sub-Principal 
Stephen Mak Wai Soon 

CONTRABASSOON
Principal
Vladimir Stoyanov

HORN
Section Principal
Grzegorz Curyła
Assistant Principal
Sim Chee Ghee
Sub-Principal
Eric Tiow Xian Liang
*Loh Zi Shun
 
TRUMPET
Section Principal
Jeffrey Missal
Assistant Principal
Matthew Dempsey
Sub-Principal
*John Bourque
*Choo Vin Hong

TROMBONE
Section Principal
Marques Young
Sub-Principal
*Ainul Basyirah Aznan

BASS TROMBONE
Principal
*Chee Chow Ming

TUBA
Section Principal
Tan Shun Zhong

TIMPANI
Section Principal
*Owain Williams

PERCUSSION
Section Principal
Antti Olavi Ohenoja
Sub-Principal
Yap Siu Yan
Ng Lip Sheng

HARP
Principal
Tan Keng Hong

PIANO
Principal
Akiko Daniš

SYNTHESIZER
*Leonard Yeap Lin Soon

GUITAR
*Ihzwan Omar

BASS GUITAR
*Luqman Abd Aziz

DRUM KIT
*Kam Chong Jin

DIZI
*Tan Jie

ERHU
*Tee Jun Hui

PIPA
*Sim Teck Sing

YANGQIN
*Tan Yong Yaw
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DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Hassina Begam Abdul Gani

CEO'S OFFICE
Syafiqah Nabila Mohd

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan
Muhammad Farhan Aziz
Farah Diyana Ismail
Yasmin Mahmuddin
Hisham Abdul Jalil
Zulfadli Mohd Zakarrudin
Ameela Najihah Zulkifli
Maizatul Ezza Masran
Nursuffiya Aleena Muhammad Zubir
Nalisa Amira Sudinar

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS
MANAGEMENT
Effendy Khalid
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa
Norsahida Mohd Salim
Syazwan Arif
Rusyaidi Mohd Kamal
Imran Syafiq Kamarul Zaman
Muhammad Nur Rasyid Abd Razak
Fatin Ayuni Mohd Ali
Sharifah Nurhadaina Mishra Syed Mohamad
Asmahan Abdullah
Farzeera Ezir De-Attaher Emir
Yayuk Yulianawati Rila
Muhammad Zahir Opong

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen
Norhisham Abd Rahman
Mohammed Hakimi Mohammed Rosli
Mohamad Hanafi Abdul Aziz
Nur Afiqah Shubhiah Kamarulzaman
Nurfharah Farhana Hashimi
Nafeja Deanna Shahir
Logiswary Raman
Norhaszilawati Zainudin
Sharhida Saad
Megat Muhammad Ridzuan Mohmad Latfi
Muknoazlida Mukhadzim
Nor Afidah Nordin

TECHNICAL SERVICES
Firoz Khan Mohd Yunus
Muhamad Hafiz Abdul Aziz

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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CEO'S OFFICE
Farah Diyana Ishak

ARTISTIC MANAGEMENT
Khor Chin Yang
Qaleeda Talib
Wynn Ch'ng Way Sean
Ong Li-Huey
Muhammad Fikrizaki Zakaria

ORCHESTRA MANAGEMENT
Fadilah Kamal Francis
Khairol Anuar Mohd Sabri

MUSIC TALENT DEVELOPMENT
Ahmad Muriz Che Rose 
Shireen Jasin Mokhtar
Nur Syafiqah Shuib
Amin Mikhail Ahmad Zabidi

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS
MANAGEMENT
Effendy Khalid

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi



CORPORATE SUITE PREMIUM MEMBERS

PARTNER HOTELS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to all our donors and collaborators for your support.
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https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/classical-treasures


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/classical-treasures


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/the-music-of-pink-floyd


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/violin-masterclass-with-charles-yang


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/charles-yang-glass-violin-concerto


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/all-that-jazz-with-wvc-jazz-ensemble-the-shang-sisters


flickr.com

https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/bizet-150th-a-symphony-of-celebration


Seamless PAYMENT
for all!
Elevate your concert experience with us!

A ticket purchased by a wheelchair user includes a complimentary ticket for a companion. Please 
contact our Box Office at 03 2331 7007 or email to boxoffice@dfp.com.my  for further assistance 
regarding the wheelchair seat ticket purchase and accessibility during the concert.



Don't BEATMiss a
These discount set the stage for an unforgettable 
symphonic experienced

JOIN THE OVATION, 
indulge in the CELEBRATION!

*Terms & conditions apply





https://www.mpo.com.my/donate


https://www.dfp.com.my/concert-hall-venue-hire

