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The Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) 
gave its inaugural performance at Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS (DFP) on 17 August 
1998. With the initial search for outstanding 
musicians involving a worldwide audition tour, the 
MPO today is made up of many talented Malaysian 
musicians and musicians from other nations, a 
beautiful example of harmony among different 
cultures and nationalities.

With each new season, the MPO continues to 
present an exciting programme of orchestral 
music drawn from over three centuries, as well as 
the crowd-pleasing concert series. Its versatility 
transcends genres, from classical masterpieces to 
film music, pop, jazz, traditional, contemporary and 
commissioned works.

Among renowned Malaysian artists who have 
mesmerised audiences with the MPO include SM 
Salim, Sheila Majid, M. Nasir, Siti Nurhaliza, Jamal 
Abdillah, Ella, Faizal Tahir, Dayang Nurfaizah, 
Aishah, Jaclyn Victor and Aubrey Suwito.

A host of internationally acclaimed musicians have 
performed with the MPO including Lorin Maazel, Sir 
Neville Marriner, Yehudi Menuhin, Joshua Bell, Harry 
Connick Jr., José Carreras, Andrea Bocelli, Dame 
Kiri Te Kanawa, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Chris Botti, 
Branford Marsalis and Judika, many of whom have 
praised the MPO for its fine musical qualities and 
vitality.

The MPO regularly performs in major cities of 
Malaysia such as Alor Setar, George Town, Ipoh, 
Johor Bahru, Kuantan, Kota Kinabalu, Kuching and 
many more. Internationally, it has toured Singapore 
(1999, 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2018), Japan (2001, 
2009 and 2017), Korea (2001), Australia (2004), 
China (2006 and 2019), Taiwan (2007) and Vietnam 
(2013). The MPO has also released 21 CDs.

The MPO remains steadfast in its mission to be the 
premier Malaysian orchestra, providing the ultimate 
music experience through the power of live music 
that educates, entertains and inspires. Its main 
benefactor is PETRONAS, and its patron is YABhg. 
Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah Haji Mohd Ali.

MALAYSIAN 
PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA
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All details are correct at time of publishing. Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
reserves the right to vary without notice the artists and/or repertoire as necessary. 
Copyright © 2025 by Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (199801007000). 
All rights reserved. No part of this programme may be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the copyright owners.
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Dvořák Double
03
05

Sat 8 Feb 2025, 8:00 pm

Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra
Junichi Hirokami, conductor

PROGRAMME

Negaraku

DVOŘÁK 
Carnival Overture 

DVOŘÁK 
Slavonic Dances No. 1 

DVOŘÁK 
Slavonic Dances No. 2 

DVOŘÁK 
Slavonic Dances No. 8 

20-mins intermission

DVOŘÁK
Symphony No. 9 in E minor 
"From the New World"  
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conductor
Junichi Hirokami

Dvořák Double

Born in Tokyo, Junichi Hirokami studied piano, composition and music under Atsutada Otaka before 
studying conducting and graduated at Tokyo College of Music. At 26, he became the winner at the first 
Kondrashin International Conducting Competition in Amsterdam in 1984.  
 
Since 1990, Hirokami has appeared as guest conductor with major orchestras throughout the world 
including the Orchestre National de France, Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw 
Orchestra, Orchestre Symphonique de Montreal, London Symphony Orchestra, Wiener Symphoniker, 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, L'Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano Giuseppe Verdi, Saint Petersburg 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Tchaikovsky Symphony Orchestra of Moscow, Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and Gewandhausorchester Leipzig.  
 
Apart from guest appearances, he has served as Chief Conductor of Sweden's Norrköping Symphony 
Orchestra and the Limburg Symphony Orchestra, Principal Guest Conductor of the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic, Principal Conductor of Japan Philharmonic Orchestra and Music Director of the Columbus 
Symphony Orchestra.  
  
In Japan, he has conducted all major orchestras including NHK Symphony Orchestra and the Saito Kinen 
Orchestra. He received great acclaim for his appearance with the Mito Chamber Orchestra. He is prolific 
in opera, having led celebrated performances of Un ballo in maschera and Rigoletto at the Sydney Opera 
House. Other triumphs include La Traviata at the Fujiwara Opera, Le Nozze di Figaro and Ainadamar at the 
Nissay Theatre, and La Traviata and Aida at the New National Theatre. 

From 2008 to 2022, he has achieved a golden era in Kyoto as Chief Conductor as well as Music and Artistic 
Advisor of the Kyoto Symphony Orchestra for 14 years. In 2015, he received an award at the Suntory Music 
Award with Kyoto Symphony Orchestra.  
 
Currently, he serves as Friend of JPO / Artistic Advisor at Japan Philharmonic Orchestra and Friendship 
Conductor at Sapporo Symphony Orchestra. He was Artistic Leader at Orchestra Ensemble Kanazawa for 
the 2022/23 season. He serves as professor of conducting division at Tokyo College of Music.
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PROGRAMME NOTES

dvorak-society.org
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Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Op. 95, “From the New World”
(1892-1893)

                 I. Adagio – Allegro
                II. Largo
               III. Scherzo: Molto vivace
               IV. Allegro con fuoco

THE BACKGROUND

Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9, the “New World Symphony” to most listeners, received its 
world premiere in New York’s Carnegie Hall on 16 December 1893. Although the “New 
World” Symphony was written in the New World, it is not specifically about the New 
World. True, there are themes that could be construed as being “authentic” songs of 
the American Indians or African-Americans, but in fact, as in Dvořák’s Slavonic works, 
he did not actually quote directly from folksong but rather composed his own based on 
study of the source material.

One “New World” aspect of this symphony is the role played by Longfellow’s epic poem 
The Song of Hiawatha, which Dvořák had read in Czech translation some thirty years 
earlier. He re-read the poem in America and claimed that the scene of Minnehaha’s 
funeral in the forest inspired the Largo movement of his symphony, while the Indians’ 
Dance was responsible for the Scherzo. Dvořák actually visited Hiawatha’s land (Iowa 
and southern Minnesota), but the symphony was essentially complete by this time, so 
whatever influence Hiawatha had on him was purely literary, not geographical.

Antonín Dvořák with family and 
friends in New York, 1893, foto A. 

Baštýř, inv. č. S 226/1093
nm.cz



ABOUT THE WRITER

Formerly a horn player in the Montreal Symphony, Robert Markow has been writing programme notes 
for more than forty years for musical organizations in Canada, the USA, Japan, Taiwan, Malaysia and 
Singapore. He taught at Montreal’s McGill University for many years, and as a Wagner specialist, has 
lectured at the Bayreuth Festival and the Wagner Society of New York. He writes regularly for the journals 
Fanfare, Der neue Merker (Vienna), The Strad, Strings, Opera (UK), and the website classicalvoiceamerica.
org. Extra-musical interests include travel, film, literature and decadent desserts.
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THE MUSIC

From the New World alone of Dvořák’s 
nine symphonies opens with a slow 
introduction. Within the space of just 23 
measures, the composer incorporates 
moods of melancholic dreaming and tense 
foreboding, startling eruptions and a surging 
melodic line. The main Allegro section 
is launched by horns in an arpeggiated 
fanfare motif in E minor, a motif that will 
reappear in all remaining movements as 
well. Several additional themes follow.  

The Largo contains one of the most famous themes in all classical music. Many listeners 
know it as the song “Goin’ home”, but Dvořák did not borrow the theme from a spiritual; 
it is his own, and the words were superimposed after the symphony was written by one 
of his students, William Arms Fisher. Although Dvořák himself claimed the movement 
was inspired by a passage from Longfellow’s poem, Otakar Šourek (himself a Czech), 
believes the listener is equally entitled to imagine instead Dvořák longing for his homeland: 
“the melancholy, the wide expanses of the South Bohemian countryside, his garden at 
Vysoka, the deep solemn sighing of the pine forests, and the broad, fragrant fields”.

The Scherzo is one of the most energetic and exhilarating movements Dvořák ever 
wrote, and borders on the virtuosic as well for the dazzling orchestral display it entails. 
The contrasting Trio section is a charming rustic dance introduced by the woodwind choir 
and set to the lilting long-short-long rhythm of which Schubert was so fond.   

The finale too contains its share of melodic fecundity and inventiveness. The development 
section develops not only material from this movement but from the three previous ones 
as well, especially the main theme of the Largo, which is fragmented and tossed about 
with almost reckless abandon. The grand climax of the long coda brings back the chordal 
sequence that opened the Largo, but now painted in broad, majestic strokes in the full 
brass and woodwind sections. The final chord is a surprise  ̶ not a predictably stentorian 
chord played fortissimo by the full orchestra, but a lovely, warm sonority of winds alone, 
a sound that lingers gently on the ears.

New York’s Carnegie Hall 
on 16 December 1893

magazine.pianoperformers.org



Note: Sectional string players are rotated within their sections.  *Extra musician.

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
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MUSIC DIRECTOR
Junichi Hirokami

RESIDENT 
CONDUCTOR
Gerard Salonga

FIRST VIOLIN
Concertmaster
Peter Daniš
Co-Concertmaster
Ming Goh
Principal
Zhenzhen Liang

Tan Ka Ming 
Wong Lu Ee 
Sherwin Thia

*Marian Gaspar
*Leong Siong Quen
*Matthew Hassal
*Keng Xin Tian
*Yasuko Furusho
*Chan Su Yin
*Lee Sing Hong

SECOND VIOLIN
Yunzhi Ling
Stefan Kocsis
Ionut Mazareanu 

*Miroslav Daniš
*Luisa Theis
*Chan Mei Teng
*Runa Otomo
*Joanna Ho May Sum 
*Lisa Chia Xiaoli
*Philip Jeremy Law

VIOLA
Section Principal
Jebat Arjuna Kee Jia Liang 

Ong Lin Kern
Thian Ai Wen
Lau Yew Hann
*Fan Ran
*Loo Pei Zheng
*Ling Li Yen
*Phoon Zu Ying

CELLO
Section Principal
Csaba Kőrös
Co-Principal
Dylan Lee Mihn Tang
Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Tan Suyin

Goh Wen Chih
Wong Jun Yuan
*Gerald Davis

DOUBLE BASS
Section Principal
Wolfgang Steike

Jun-Hee Chae
Lin Yi Rou
Lee Kar Yan

 
 
 

FLUTE
Section Principal
Yukako Emes
Sub-Principal
*Rachel Jenkyns

OBOE
Section Principal
Niels Dittmann
Sub-Principal
Lee Chun Howe

COR ANGLAIS
Principal 
*Simon Emes

CLARINET
Section Principal 
Matthew Larsen
Sub-Principal
*Emily Tiow Yu Xian

BASS CLARINET
Principal 
Chris Bosco

BASSOON
Section Principal
Alexandar Lenkov
Sub-Principal 
Stephen Mak Wai Soon 

CONTRABASSOON
Principal
Vladimir Stoyanov

HORN
Section Principal
Grzegorz Curyła
*Benjamin Jacks
Assistant Principal
Sim Chee Ghee
Sub-Principal
Eric Tiow Xian Liang
*Mohd Adznan Mokhtar

 

TRUMPET
Section Principal
Jeffrey Missal
Assistant Principal
Matthew Dempsey
Sub-Principal
*Loi Chiang Kang

TROMBONE
Section Principal
Marques Young
Sub-Principal
*Ong Aun Guan

BASS TROMBONE
Principal
*Low Kim Ven

TUBA
Section Principal
Tan Shun Zhong

PERCUSSION
Section Principal
Antti Olavi Ohenoja
Sub-Principal
Yap Siu Yan
Ng Lip Sheng

HARP
Principal
Tan Keng Hong

PIANO
Principal
Akiko Daniš
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BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL
boxoffice@dfp.com.my
TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my

BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL

TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my
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DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Hassina Begam Abdul Gani

CEO'S OFFICE
Syafiqah Nabila Mohd

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan
Muhammad Farhan Aziz
Farah Diyana Ismail
Yasmin Mahmuddin
Hisham Abdul Jalil
Zulfadli Mohd Zakarrudin
Ameela Najihah Zulkifli
Maizatul Ezza Masran
Nursuffiya Aleena Muhammad Zubir
Nalisa Amira Sudinar

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS
MANAGEMENT
Effendy Khalid
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa
Norsahida Mohd Salim
Syazwan Arif
Rusyaidi Mohd Kamal
Imran Syafiq Kamarul Zaman
Muhammad Nur Rasyid Abd Razak
Fatin Ayuni Mohd Ali
Sharifah Nurhadaina Mishra Syed Mohamad
Asmahan Abdullah
Farzeera Ezir De-Attaher Emir
Yayuk Yulianawati Rila
Muhammad Zahir Opong

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen
Norhisham Abd Rahman
Mohammed Hakimi Mohammed Rosli
Mohamad Hanafi Abdul Aziz
Nur Afiqah Shubhiah Kamarulzaman
Nurfharah Farhana Hashimi
Nafeja Deanna Shahir
Logiswary Raman
Norhaszilawati Zainudin
Sharhida Saad
Megat Muhammad Ridzuan Mohmad Latfi
Muknoazlida Mukhadzim
Nor Afidah Nordin

TECHNICAL SERVICES
Firoz Khan Mohd Yunus
Muhamad Hafiz Abdul Aziz

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Hassina Begam Abdul Gani

CEO'S OFFICE
Farah Diyana Ishak

ARTISTIC MANAGEMENT
Khor Chin Yang
Qaleeda Talib
Wynn Ch'ng Way Sean
Ong Li-Huey
Muhammad Fikrizaki Zakaria

ORCHESTRA MANAGEMENT
Fadilah Kamal Francis
Khairol Anuar Mohd Sabri

MUSIC TALENT DEVELOPMENT
Ahmad Muriz Che Rose 
Shireen Jasin Mokhtar
Nur Syafiqah Shuib
Amin Mikhail Ahmad Zabidi

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS
MANAGEMENT
Effendy Khalid

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen



CORPORATE SUITE PREMIUM MEMBERS

PARTNER HOTELS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to all our donors and collaborators for your support.
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https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/essential-love-stories


Pops

https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/slam-bersama-mpo


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/vivaldis-four-seasons


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/vivaldis-four-seasons
https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/fables-and-fugues


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/symphony-of-memories-nostalgic-hong-kong-classics


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/symphony-of-memories-nostalgic-hong-kong-classics


Seamless PAYMENT
for all!
Elevate your concert experience with us!

A ticket purchased by a wheelchair user includes a complimentary ticket for a companion. Please 
contact our Box Office at 03 2331 7007 or email to boxoffice@dfp.com.my  for further assistance 
regarding the wheelchair seat ticket purchase and accessibility during the concert.



Don't BEATMiss a
These discount set the stage for an unforgettable 
symphonic experienced

JOIN THE OVATION, 
indulge in the CELEBRATION!

*Terms & conditions apply







https://www.dfp.com.my/concert-hall-venue-hire

